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undoubtedly think that, after all, there must be something to
these stories, which were too full of concrete details to have been
entirely invented. And professional cartographers, trying to give
their customers something new, would eagerly incorporate the
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The first suspicion of land at the other side of the ocean,

more plausible aspects of these mysterious accounts into their
new maps, giving names and dates as if they had actually been
there. Sometimes they guessed wrong, but sometimes they
guessed right, and this led to some very curious charts on which
we find certain pajts of the world definitely located and outlined
hundreds of years before they were actually discovered,